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Mycoplasma cottis

Significance
Unknown.

Perspective

This is a recently described species of mycoplasma that appears to be a
nonpathogenic inhabitant of the conjunctiva and nasopharynx in mice and
rats

Agent

Mycoplasma colhs is a bacterium, class Mollicutes, order Mycoplasmatales,
family Mycoplasmataceae (sterol-requinng mycoplasmas) Strains of myco-
plasmas provisionally designated Gough from mice (Hill, 1974a) and 58b
from rats (Young and Hill, 1974) were later found to be serologically iden-
tical and have been assigned to a new species, M collis (Hill, 1983). It
grows on standard medium for murme mycoplasmas and utilizes glucose
(Cassell et al, 1983a; Hill, 1983).

Hosts

Mice and rats.

Epizootiology

The organism has been isolated from one mouse colony and four rat
colonies in the United Kingdom. The isolates were from the conjunctiva in
mice (Hill, 1974a) and from the conjunctiva, Hardenan gland, and naso-
pharynx in rats (Young and Hill, 1974) The prevalence is unknown (Hill,
1983).

Clinical

Rats with the natural infection had conjunctivitis (Young and Hill, 1974),
but attempts to reproduce the disease experimentally by inoculating patho-
gen-free rats with cultures of strain 58B failed (Hill, 1974b) Clinical signs
have not been observed in infected mice (Hill, 1974a). Thus, M collis
infection alone is subclimcal.